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at Court, saw the Emperor almost every day, and in any
case much oftener than Gortchakoff; the Emperor did
not talk to him of military matters only, and the mes-
sages entrusted to him for our Sovereign were not con-
fined to family affairs. The diplomatic negotiations be-
tween both cabinets often found their centre of gravity,
as at the time of Rauch and Minister, far more in the re-
ports of the military attaches than in those of the officially
accredited envoys. But as the Emperor William never
omitted to communicate to me in course of time, although
often too late, his correspondence with the military at-
tach6 at St. Petersburg, and as he never came to a politi-
cal decision without reference to his official advisers, the
disadvantages of this direct intercourse were confined to
the retardment of such information and announcements as
were contained in direct reports of this kind. It lay,
therefore, beyond this usage in the transaction of business
that the Emperor Alexander, undoubtedly at the instiga-
tion of Prince Gortchakoff, should employ Hen* von Wer-
der as the means of placing before us that leading ques-
tion. Gortchakoff was at that time anxious to prove to
his Emperor that my devotion to him, and my sympathy
with Russia, was insincere, or at least 'Platonic/ and
also to shake his confidence in me, in which he afterwards
. succeeded.

Before positively answering Werder's question, I made
an attempt to do so by dilatory replies referring to the
impossibility of expressing myself on such a question
without higher authorisation, and when I was repeatedly
pressed, I recommended them to put the question, in an
official, though confidential, manner, by means of the Rus-
sian ambassador at Berlin, to the Foreign Office. How*